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CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

MEETING OF THE CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL  
HELD IN  

THE VICTORIA ROOM, LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN HALL 
ON 23RD MAY 2022 

 
PRESENT 

The Mayor (Councillor Baines) 
The Deputy Mayor ( Councillor Tillotson) 

 
Councillor Bailey 
Councillor Baines 
Councillor Barkley 
Councillor Bentley 
Councillor Bokor 
Councillor S. Bradshaw 
Councillor Brookes 
Councillor Campsall 
Councillor Capleton 
Councillor Charles 
Councillor Forrest 
Councillor Fryer 
Councillor Gerrard 
Councillor Goddard 
Councillor A. Gray 
Councillor B. Gray 
Councillor Grimley 
Councillor Hadji-Nikolaou 
Councillor Hamilton 
Councillor K. Harris 
Councillor Howe 
 

Councillor Hunt 
Councillor Mercer 
Councillor Miah 
Councillor Morgan 
Councillor Murphy 
Councillor Needham 
Councillor Pacey 
Councillor Paling 
Councillor Parsons 
Councillor Parton 
Councillor Poland 
Councillor Popley 
Councillor Rattray 
Councillor Rollings 
Councillor Seaton 
Councillor Shepherd 
Councillor Smidowicz 
Councillor Taylor 
Councillor Tillotson 
Councillor Ward 
Councillor Williams 
 

Honorary Aldermen Day and R Shields 
 
 

1. APOLOGIES  
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Boldrin, J Bradshaw, 
Draycott, Harper-Davies, C Harris, Lowe, Radford, Ranson and Savage.  
 
Apologies for absence were also received from Honorary Aldermen Bush, Stott and 
Tormey.  
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR  
 
In accordance with Council Procedure 9.1 of the Council’s Constitution, Council 
considered electing a Mayor for the 2021/22 Council year. It was proposed by the 
Leader and seconded by Councillor Miah that Councillor Tillotson be elected Mayor of 
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the Borough of Charnwood for the 2022/23 Council year and until her successor 
becomes entitled to act as Mayor.  
 
In proposing the motion, Councillor Morgan referred to the challenge of representing 
the Borough as the mayor of Charnwood and stated that Councillor Tillotson had all 
the qualities that make a great Mayor.  
 
He spoke about her degree in Performing Arts and the Stage Left Theatre Workshop 
that she co-founded with her husband and Consort, John.  
 
He also spoke about Councillor Tillotson’s life in Charnwood. She had lived in the 
Borough for almost 50 years and knew the area very well. Prior to her retirement, 
Councillor Tillotson had worked in Local Government for 20 years in Leicestershire 
and was passionate about Mayoralty and the council in resident’s lives.  
 
Councillor Morgan referred to Councillor Tillotson’s hobbies. She was a keen cyclist, 
completing many long distance rides in the UK and overseas, and also a  talented 
garden designer. 
 
Councillor Morgan spoke about Councillor Tillotson’s role as a mother and a 
grandmother. She had two children, Lisa and Dylan, and three grandchildren, Thea, 
Georgia and Logan.  
 
Councillor Morgan highlighted that Councillor Tillotson’s Mayoral year would involve 
representing the Borough during the Queen’s Jubilee. He also referred to the 
hundreds of events that the Mayor’s diary would be populated with throughout the 
year.  
 
Councillor Morgan finished by thanking Councillor Tillotson for taking up the challenge 
of representing the Borough as Mayor of Charnwood and wished her a great year 
ahead.   
 
In seconding the motion, Councillor Miah referred to Councillor Tillotson’s early years, 
family life and how she was brought up a Methodist. 
 
After marrying John and having children, the family moved to Loughborough where 
John had a teaching position at Rawlins Community College. After raising the children, 
Councillor Tillotson became interested in pursuing further education. Following this 
she began her career at Leicester City Council, which she enjoyed for 20 years. By 
the end of her career at Leicester City Council, she was Assistant Director of the 
Leisure Services department.  
 
Councillor Miah described how following retirement, Councillor Tillotson felt that she 
wanted to become more involved within the Charnwood community, which lead her to 
stand for election as a Councillor. He said that Councillor Tillotson would be an 
excellent Mayor. He highlighted that as communities are recovering from the Covid-19 
Pandemic, Councillor Tillotson’s role of Mayor was substantially important. He urged 
Councillor Tillotson to enjoy herself and to have a fantastic year.  
 
Following the above speeches, the Mayor put the motion to the vote and it was 
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UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Councillor Tillotson be elected Mayor of the 
Borough of Charnwood for the 2022/23 Council year and until her successor becomes 
entitled to act as Mayor.  
 
Following this, Councillor Tillotson signed her declaration of acceptance of office. 
Following a short adjournment, Councillor Tillotson (Mayor for 2022/23) officiated for 
the remainder of the meeting. 
 

3. VOTE OF THANKS TO RETIRING MAYOR  
 
Following the election of a new Mayor, Council considered a vote of thanks to the 
retiring Mayor, Councillor Paul Baines. It was proposed by Councillor Hamilton and 
seconded by Councillor Taylor that this Council tenders to Councillor Baines its thanks 
for the service he has provided as Mayor of the Borough of Charnwood and for the 
way in which he has presided over the Council’s business during the past Council 
year.  
 
In proposing the motion, Councillor Hamilton thanked Councillor Baines and Dr Ning 
Baines for their services and stated that the Council assures them that they have the 
best wishes of all its members for their future health and wellbeing.  
 
Councillor Hamilton stated that Councillor Baine’s Mayoral year was a year of 
transition as communities emerged from Covid-lockdown. He stated that Councillor 
Baines had seen the return of in-person meetings and the establishment of the ‘new 
normal’.  
 
Councillor Baines had attended many events as Mayor and many dinners. He said 
that Councillor Baines had not gained any weight during his Mayoral year,  but that he 
had had to counter his many dinners with additional time spent in the gym.  
 
Councillor Baines was fortunate enough to be Mayor during the 800th anniversary of 
the Loughborough Market and Fair. Councillor Hamilton explained that this had been a 
highlight of Councillor Baines’ time as Mayor.  
 
Councillor Hamilton spoke about the other events that Councillor Baines had attended 
to represent the Borough, including the commemoration of the sacrifices of conflicts 
such as Remembrance Day and Holocaust Memorial Day. The Mayor had also 
attended some benefits for the conflict in Ukraine.  
 
Some of the highlights of Councillor Baines Mayor Year were mentioned, including the 
Pie and Mash Dinner for Men and Women in Sheds and the Royal Garden Party. 
Councillor Baines, as Mayor, attended a number of events for new businesses, which 
Councillor Hamilton stated showed people still had the confidence to invest in the 
future of Charnwood, even in such challenging times.  
 
Another significant highlight for Councillor Baines was meeting a young man in 
Cossington. Being wheelchair bound meant that he had very limited mobility, but he 
was very keen to do some work for his community and became a member of the local 
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Neighbourhood Watch. Councillor Baines was proud to have been able to meet the 
‘Sheriff of Cossington’, as the young man was now known.  
 
Councillors Baines had held a number of successful charity events, which had raised 
around £3,000 for Marie Curie and around £2,500 for Living Without Abuse.   
 
Councillor Hamilton stated that Councillor Baines’ Mayor year had been very 
successful and reiterated that the Council thanked him and Dr Ning Baines for their 
service.  
 
In seconding the motion, Councillor Taylor stated that as Mayor, Councillor Baines 
had thrown himself into everything and more. She recalled that she had attended 
some events with Councillor Baines as Mayor and thanked him for the opportunity to 
do so. She stated that attending events with Councillor Baines as Mayor had allowed 
her to witness the presence held.  
 
 Councillor Taylor referred to the former Mayoress, Dr Ning Baines. She stated that 
she had been an excellent Mayoress and a great support to Councillor Baines as 
Mayor. Dr Ning Baines had fully engaged in the role and smiled the whole time.  
 
Councillor Taylor spoke about how she had regularly received emails from him in the 
middle of the night because he was awake and working. She stated that this 
demonstrated his commitment, not only to his role of Professor, but also as a ward 
Councillor and as Mayor of Charnwood. He had been very passionate about raising 
money for his chosen charities, and had worked hard to make as much as possible.  
 
She stated that the Mayor had attended 173 engagements and that almost 95% of 
these were within the Borough of Charnwood. She detailed some of the highlights 
which included a marathon walk, the launch of a Dragon Boat and a litter pick with 
KFC in Loughborough. 
 
Councillor Taylor stated that the Mayor’s Civic Officer, Carol Hardy had done an 
excellent job ensuring Councillor Baines, as Mayor, was always where he needed to 
be and on time. 
 
Finally, Councillor Taylor thanked Councillor Baines, on behalf of the Borough, for his 
energy and the humour he had brought over the past year. She also thanked Dr Ning 
Baines for her hard work during the past year. 
 
 
Following the above speeches, the Mayor put the motion to the vote and it was  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that this Council tenders to Councillor Baines its thanks 
for the service he has provided as Mayor of the Borough of Charnwood and for the 
way in which he has presided over the Council’s business during the past Council 
year.  
 
The Council records its gratitude for the manner in which he has maintained the 
position of the Mayoralty and the work he has done in meeting so many people in the 
Borough throughout the year. The Council also extended its thanks to Dr Ning Baines 
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for her service as Mayoress and for the help and support she provided to the Mayor 
and for the considerate and committed way in which she has undertook her role. The 
Council assured both Councillor Baines and Dr Ning Baines that they have the best 
wishes of all its members for their future health and wellbeing.  
 
Councillor Baines responded by stating that it had been a great honour to serve the 
Borough as Mayor and that he had thoroughly enjoyed his Mayoral year.  
 
He recalled that the theme he had chosen for the year was ‘renewal’. He said that 
during the course of the year, he saw the Borough spring back to life following the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.  
 
He stated that at the beginning of the year, he had been concerned about how he 
would fit his Mayoral duties into his busy schedule. He referred to the Democratic 
Services team at the Council that had supported him as Mayor and stated that they 
had been extremely helpful. He focussed particularly on Civic Officer Carol Hardy and 
spoke about her knowledge and in depth understanding of the Civic role.  
 
He thanked the new Mayor, Councillor Tillotson, for deputising for him on occasion. 
He thanked his Chaplain, Wendy Dalrymple, for her support at various events. He also 
thanked Councillor Taylor and her husband, Paul Taylor, for their support at various 
events. He thanked the Lord Lieutenant and local MPs Jane Hunt and Edward Argar 
for their support and attendance at events.  He thanked his Mayoress, Dr Ning Baines. 
He said that without her support over the past year, his Mayoral year would not have 
been as successful as it was. The Mayor thanked the residents of Charnwood for 
inviting him to events. He stated that he had experienced variety and many great 
things within the Borough. There were many different people contributing to life within 
Charnwood and he considered it an honour to have witnessed this.  
 
Councillor Baines said that he was proud to have raised so much for his Mayoral 
charities and others.  
 
He finished by stating that it had been a privilege to serve the Borough as Mayor and 
that he had thoroughly enjoyed the past year.  
 

4. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MAYOR  
 
In accordance with Council Procedure 9.1 of the Council’s Constitution, Council 
considered electing a Deputy Mayor for the 2022/23 Council year. It was proposed by 
Councillor Miah seconded by Councillor Morgan and  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that Councillor Margaret Smidowicz be elected Deputy 
Mayor of the Borough of Charnwood for the 2022/23 Council year. Following this, 
Councillor Smidowicz signed her declaration of acceptance of office and took up her 
seat next to the Mayor. 
 

5. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND OTHER REGISTRABLE AND 
NON-REGISTRABLE INTERESTS  
 
No disclosures were made. 
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6. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 
The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 25th April 2022 were confirmed and 
signed. 
 

7. POLITICAL BALANCE AND APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES FOR 2022/23  
 
A report of the Chief Executive, in respect of the arrangements for considering political 
balance and making appointments to committees for 2022/23, was submitted (item 7 
on the agenda filed with these minutes).  
 
A supplementary report of the Chief Executive was also submitted, presenting the 
nominations received from political groups and ungrouped councillors in order to make 
appointments to committees, including appointment of Chairs and Vice-chairs (where 
Council makes these appointments), for the 2022/23 Council year (also filed with 
these minutes).  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor Miah and  
 
RESOLVED 
 

1. That the political balance arrangements for the Council year 2022/23, as set out 
in appendix 1 to the report, be approved in accordance with the Local 
Government and Housing Act 1989 and the Local Government (Committees 
and Political Groups) Regulations 1990. 
 

2. That appointments be made to the Council’s committees, including to the 
positions of Chair and Vice-chair where applicable, for the Council year 
2022/23 as set out in the appendix to the supplementary report.  

 
3. That the membership of the Loughborough Area Committee be noted. 

 
4. That Councillor Harper-Davies be appointed a representative on the Police and 

Crime Panel and that Councillor Morgan be appointed a substitute 
representative on the Police and Crime Panel for the Council year 2022/23. 

 
5. That Councillors Capleton, Draycott and Seaton be appointed to the Housing 

Management Advisory Board on the basis of political balance (2 Conservative 
and 1 Labour). 

 
 
Reasons 
 

1. To ensure that the composition of the Council’s committees reflects the political 
balance of the Council. 
 

2. To reflect the wishes of political groups and make allocations to non-grouped 
councillors in making appointments to committees in accordance with the Local 
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Government and Housing Act 1989 and the Local Government (Committees 
and Political Groups) Regulations 1990. 

 
3. To provide information regarding the membership of those committees. 

 
4. To ensure that the Borough Council is represented on the Panel. 

 
5. To make appointments to the Board for 2022/23. 

 
[Post meeting note: Following the meeting, it was highlighted that there was an error 
on page 8 of appendix 2, published within the supplement pack. The table outlining 
the membership of the Loughborough Area Committee is not labelled.]  
 

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

9. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Mayor made an announcement to inform Council that her Mayor charity would be 
Rainbows  Hospice for Children and Young People.  
 

10. LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Leader made an announcement to inform Council of changes to the composition 
of the Cabinet. Cabinet membership and Lead Member responsibilities were as 
follows; 
 

Name (Group) Lead Member Responsibility 
Councillor Morgan Leader of the Council 
(Conservative)  

Responsibility for Strategic Relationships,  
Democratic Services, Legal Services, HR, 
Electoral Services, Land Charges, 
Investments and Development, Regeneration, 
Communications and Inward Investment 

Councillor Barkley Deputy Leader of the Council 
(Conservative)  

Finance and Property Services: 
  

Responsibility for Council Tax, Business Rates, 
Revenues and Benefits, Property Services and 
Building Control, and Audit & Risk 

Councillor Bailey Planning: 
(Conservative)  

 Responsibility for Development Control, Conservation 
& Landscape and S106 Agreements. 

Councillor Bokor Loughborough: 
(Conservative)  
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 Responsibility for Loughborough Markets & Fairs, 
Museums, Town Centre Management, Town Hall, 
Loughborough Public Conveniences, Arts & Culture, 
Open Spaces, Grounds Maintenance and 
Engineering. 

Councillor Harper- Community Support  
Davies  
(Conservative) Responsibility for Community Safety & 

Neighbourhood Management, Community Grants, 
Children & Young People, CCTV, Sports & 
Recreation, Leisure Centres, Waste and Waste 
Education. 

 
11. CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
The Chief Executive made no announcements. 
 
 
Note: 
 
These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next meeting of 
the Council which is scheduled for Monday 4th July 2022. 


